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m Pafliament inPecember dma::n:i'SB

A  COMPREHENSIVE plan
allowing tobacco cultivation in
Bahrain has been requested from
the government by Parliament
before the end of the month.

MPs are keen to obtain a full picture
of the proposals, such as where planta-
tion fields would be cultivated, along
with the sizes and capacities of the
new proposed sector.

I'he plea has been made collectively
to Industry, Commerce and Tourism
Minister Zayed Alzayani, Health Min-
ister Faeqa Al Saleh and Works, Mu-
nicipalities Affairs and Urban Plan-
ning Minister Essam Khalaf.

a study on tf and co of
aﬂowingm jvatio

By MOHAMMED AL A'ALI

The move follows Parliament ask-
ing in December for a study on the
pros and cons of allowing tobacco
cultivation. The proposal still faces
opposition from Parliament’s services
committee although it has agreed to
await more information.

The same commiltee is also still
waiting for an environmental impact
assessment from the Supreme Council
for the Environment.

“The government appears keen on
the scheme,” commuttec chairman
Mamdooh Al Saleh told the GDN.
“So where is its study on the pros and

cons? The request was
made way before the
outbreak of Covid-19
which put everything
on hold.

“We will wait until
the month’s end for a
presentation of a com-
prehensive study on to-
bacco cultivation, sug-
gested allocated spaces
and possible farm sizes

Mr Al Saleh said he
had imtially wanted to sub-
mit the legislation with a reconunended
tejection 1o Parliament chairwoman
Fouzia Zainal, but his colleagues asked

W Mr Al Saleh

to wail for the response.

The three  munisters
have stated earlier that
amendments to the 2009
Anti-Smoking Law
would have positive ef-
fects.

The government is
supporting a change in
the law which would
allow the planting and
production of rtobacco
in Bahrain and the com-

mercial manufacturing of
alternative nicotine substances, such
as e-cigarette liquid.

It is seen as a possible new revenue

stream that would support economic
diversification efforts.

Bahrain's Cabinet and the Legisla-
tion and Legal Opinion Commission
has already expressed their support,
which could pave the way for the cre-
ation of tobacco plantations.

However, the move has been criti-
cised by health bodies, including the
Bahrain Medical Society and Bahrain
Anti-Smoking Society. fearing it could
encourage smoking.

Despite concerns of the parliamen-
tary committee, seme MPs do support
the idea based on the commercial op-
partunities it presents,

mohammed(@gdn. com.bh
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AN army of volunteers are fully
trained and on the march to help san-
itise the country in a concerted battle
against the spread of Covid-19.

More than 5,500 people have
heen put through their paces by the
authorities and they have already

B Volunteers being trained. Right, a volunteer in action under the guidance of a trainer

5,500 volunteers on a clean-up mission

m

Q-

Forum sheds
light on future
of Internet

A VIRTUAL event marking
Internet Dy Bahrain 2020
was organised by the Internet
Society: Bahrain Chapter.

The event, in partnership with
Bahrain Technology Companies
Society and Worksmart for
Events Management, took
place under the patron-
age of Transportation and
Telecommunications  Minister
Kamal Ahmed

It focused on the theme
‘Growing the Internet’ in line

S with the aim of the society 1o

ensure that the Internet is open,
globally-connected, secure and
trustworthy.

The wirtual event, which
gathered society members and
information and communica-

carried out 1,118 clean-up operations
around the kingdom.

The Civil Defence has helped train
the willing volunteers on how to
safely carry out the assignments at
numerous locations and community
facilitics.

“The places that have been san-
itised include Bahrain Maubility
International, for example,” said a
statement issued by the Civil Defence
yesterday.

“The volunteers have been trained
and are carrying out their national

duty to help combat Covid-19.”

The Civil Defence also revealed
that it had staged 334 training courses
for 1,030 employees of cleaning com-
panies and private businesses, plus
858 people who worked at mosques
and other places of worship.

tions technology enthusiasts in
Bahrain and across the globe,
discovered more about key top-
ics such as building community
networks, fostering infrastruc-
re and technical communities,
and measuring the Internet.
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Givic offices closed
over Covid-19 cases

By MOHAMMED AL

TWO more branches of the
Northern Municipality have
been shut down after some
employees in customer ser-
vices tested positive for the
coronavirus disease (Covid-
19), it has emerged.

The offices in A'ali and Ha-
mad Town were closed until
close contacts of the affected
staff are traced

The municipality’s Budaiva
branch was closed on July 7
after an employee there tested
positive for Covid-19 during
scheduled checks,

Sources told the GDN at the
time that the branch would re-

main closed until

sanitisation and

disinfection work

were complete
The case came

to light as the

Health Minis-

try conducted a

scheduled  visit

and tests taken

showed an em- = 1
loyee in the

Eul lding permits W Mr Al Dossary

section infected with Covid-19.  lor

The municipality h:
would continue providing ser-
vices online, through mobile

Mohammed Al

d it had then urged officid
reopen until all those who came
in close contact with the desk

W Officials and volunteers outside the Muharragq Municipality building

units and at employee were cleared

its two other “The employee’s colleagues

branches in or superiors or even those who

A’ali and Ha-  have came in conlacl over the

mad Town. en visiting the

Area council- y's branch need 1o
Dosssary  be cleared from the virus over

Is not to  the next 10 days before any re-
opening occurs.

“It is our responsibility to en-

AMH goes online with
Telemedicine service

THE American ion  Hospital has
launched its Telemedlcme service.
“Resilience is the ability to absorb the
shock and disruption to what is normal. We
are on the brink of a ‘new normal’ that will

wilness a dramatic restructuring of the eco-

“This method is especially helpful for those
who are immunocompromised such as those
patients suffering from chronie discases and
comorbidities, as it minimises hospital visits.

“Additionally, it also reduces the risk of
Covid- 19 transmission among healthcare

nomic and social order in which b and
society have traditionally operated,” it said.

“As a healthcare organisation, AMH is at
the frontline of the storm and will continue
to play an important role in shaping recov-
ery post Covid-19.

“As the world rethinks how to deliver
healthcare based on lessons learned in the
last few months, AMH has turned to Tele-
medicine like many other healthcare organ-
isations to cxtend care and meet community
needs during this time of physical distancing.

“As the world faces unprecedented chal-
lenges, Telemedicine allows patients to con-
nect with and book virtual consultations
with doctors.

“For their part, patients will keep a com-
plete digital record of their health on the
AMH application and upload any medical
records they think are relevant and want to
discuss with their doctor.

“Once the appeintment is over, patients
will be able to obtain valid medical e-pre-
scriptions which they can use at AMH phar-
macy to purchase medication.

profi Is who work tirelessly in the
frontline by keeping infected patients out of
the hospi

“Telemedicine can be used to triage more
patients and screen and diagnose them re-
motely.

“It also supports cost-cffective care by
avoiding face-to-face consultations and
keeping patients out of the emergency de-
partment, according to Infectious Diseases
Socicty of America.

“Throughout its history, AMH has over-
come and adapted to the various challenges
of pandemics and economic downturns,

“The hospital’s ﬁn'nurshlc job amtudc
has a strong relati p to its org
outcomes and external threats have prn\’ldnd
AMH with innovative opportunities on how
to deliver care.

“The AMH advices everyone to stay
healthy and safe as we collectively fight this
pandemic alongside our public health of-
ficials and health workers who are directly
involved in caring for Covid-19 patients.

— Promotional content

sure the safety and well-being
of everyone involved in munie-
ipal services.”

He told the GON yesterday
that following the Budaiya in-
cident eofficials had been told

to provide services online, via
WhalsApp or through mobile
units.

“But that didn"t happen and
this is the outcome,” he said.

“The tracing will take a long
time considering that the affect-
ed employees are in customer
services, meaning they have
been in close contact with sev-
cral people, not just colleagues.™

Yesterday's closures were
also announced on the North-
emn Municipality's social media
accounts

Meanwhile, the Muharrag
Municipality building has been
sanitised afler it was closed
carlier this month after five
employees tested positive for
Covid-19.

A cleansing campaign was
carried out at the Busaitcen
building in a jeinl endeavour
by the Tastahil Bahrain Volun-
teers Team and Bahrain Society
for Religious Co-existence and
lolerance (Ta'ayush) to co-
incide with World Population
Day on Saturday.

mohammed@gdn.con.bh
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B BDF Commander-in-Chief Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa received Commander of the US Central Command General Kenneth
F McKenzie, and his delegation. Defence Minister Lieutenant General Abdulla bin Hassan Al Nuaimi, BDF Chief of Staff Lieutenant General
Dhiyab bin Saqr Al Nuaimi, and a number of BDF senior officers were present.

A PRIVATE health laboratory
in the country has been licensed
to conduct tests for the corona-
virus disease (Covid-19).

Thyrocare Gulf Laboratories
has been certified by the Nation-
al Health Regulatory Authority
(NHRA) to carry out the RT-PCR
tests from vesterday.

The real-time reverse transcrip-
tion — polymerase chain reaction
(RT-PCR) is a nuclear-derived
method to detect the presence of
specific genetic material from any
pathogen, including a virus. This is
the only test for Covid-19 approved
by Bahrain’s Health Ministry.

According to Thyrocare Gulf
Laboratories managing director
Akshay Jain, this will ease the
burden on Bahrain's public health
laboratory while also expediting
results for the people, including

By RAJ IINIIII(HISHNHN

those with travel plans.

“There are new requirements
and there is demand, with countries
like the UAE opening up and there
are stipulations that travellers need
to test negative for Covid-19 prior
to travel, 2 to 96 hours,” he
told the GDN.

“This could help them get ex-
empted from institutional quaran-
tine.

“So, by opening up labs to do
more testing, it is not only lessen-
ing the burden on the public lab
and private hospitals alongside the
general public, but also helping a
Tot of people who have to travel.

“We are hearing of the open-
ing of the King Fahad Causeway
in the coming days and there is a
likelihood that screening might be
needed.”

ovid test nod
for private lab

The GDN had reported on June |1
that Saudi Asharg Al Awsat news-
paper said the causeway, which has
remained closed for passenger traf-
fic since March, could be opened
on July 27.

“We are looking at all options
and are ready to cater.”

Swabs

Currently, the Health Ministry
provides 200 swabs per week to the
nine NHRA-approved private cen-
tres in the country: Thn Al Nafees
Hospital, Al Kindi Hospital, Royal
Bahrain Hospital, Bahrain Special-
ist Hospital. Al Salam Specialist
Hospital, American Mission Hos-
pital, Dr Tarig Hospital. Noor Spe-
cialist Hospital and Awali Hospital.

However, these hospitals can of-
fer the service only to the regular
public who are asymptomatic and
for whom the conditions of public

testing do not apply.
“We got the approval on Wednes-
day,” satid Mr Jain.

“All the private hospitals which
have been approved by the NHRA
to take swabs can now send the
samples to us for testing.”

Three private labs were report-
edly awaiting licensing following
provisional approval by the NHRA.

However, as of now Thyrocare is
the only one to have been granted
a licence.

“We deal with the hospitals and
not with the end customers and our
rates are comparable and competi-
tive with that of the ministry’s pub-
lic health laboratory,” said Mr Jain

Currently,  hospitals  which
charge up to BD50 for Covid-19
tests send the swabs to the minis-
try’s lab and results are given after
24 hours.

rajilgdn.com.bh

Virus warning for
disability centres

ALL private disability rehabil-
itation centres in Bahrain have
been warned to ensure Covid-19
restrictions are fully implement-
ed or else face fines and legal
action.

People with  disabilities”
services section head Jaleela
Shubbar, at the Labour and
Social Development Ministry,
said inspections and
monitoring  would
be conducted regu-

B Information Affairs Minister Ali Al Rumaihi yesterday received British Ambassador Roderick Drummond and
reviewed relations and ways of bolstering them.

larly and randomly.
She added that
15 volunteers had
heen tasked with
the inspection and
munj!uring process.
comes
B Ms Shubbar Al'ler the centres
resumed their programmes and
activities, as well as individual
rehab sessions.

“We have strict rules and reg-
ulations regarding how things are
being conducted in those centres
and we will fine violators and take
legal action,” said Ms Shubbar.

“No slip-up in any procedure
for whatever reason will be
accepted.”

A MAN has been acquitted of

assaulting an clderly man at one of
Bahrain’s main public markets.

The 30-year-old Indian was
arrested for allegedly assaulting the
58-year-old Bahraini at Manama
Central Market in April.

He was tried at the High Criminal
Court but was cleared yesterday due
to lack of evidence.

The court said it found the vic-
tim’s statements contradictory, cast-

By NOOR ZAHRA

ing doubt on his allegations.

The vietim reportedly suffered a
13 per cent disability in his shoulder.

“The victim said the defendant
had attacked him at Manama Central
Market,” read the court ruling.

“He initially said that the defend-
ant had pushed him to the ground and
he had landed on his left shoulder.

“However, he later said that the

Man acquitted in assault case

defendant had hit him on his left
shoulder.

“He then again changed his recol-
lection of the incident and said that
the defendant had struck him on his
left elbow.

“All this cast doubl on his ¢laims
and caused the court not to trust his
statements.”

The reason for the alleged attack
was nol revealed in court docu-
ments.
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Losing its grip...:

I came to Washington, more than four dec-

ades ago, to run the Palestine Human Rights

Campaign. We founded the PHRC after hear-
ing from lawyers and human rights activists in
Israel and the Occupied Palestinian lands hor-
rible stories of rights being abused on a daily
basis. Because these stories weren't known in
the US, or they were ignored, we launched the
PHRC to shine a light on these violations and
mobilise support for the Palestinian victims.

Early on, we were successful in gaining the
endorsement of prominent civil rights leaders,
major anti-Vietnam war activists, and church
leaders. There were, however, only a few Mem-
bers of Congress who embraced our efforts,
and those who did often put themselves at risk
of incurring the wrath of the pro-Israel lobby
- the American Israel Public Affairs Committee
(AIPAC). They made no secret of their displeas-
ure with elected officials who supported Pales-
tinian rights and often threatened them that if
they didn't back off, they would be defeated.

In 1979, | received a call from the staff
person of a Congressman who had endorsed
a few of our more prominent cases and had
been a consistent critic of Israeli policies. He
had repeatedly voted against bills to give Israel
more aid, citing their human rights record. The
person told me that her boss met represent-
atives of AIPAC and someone from the Israeli
Embassy and a heated discussion had ensued.
She said that because he liked and trusted me,
I should come over to the office and speak with
him. | did so, but never got to see him. In fact,
despite that we had been friends, he rarely
spoke with me after that day. During his next
few decades in Cangress he never again voted
against AIPAC-supported legislation, all the
while becoming one of the largest recipients of
pro-Israel financial contributions.

It was fear - the threat of defeat and the
power of campaign contributions, either for
you {if you voted “correctly”) or against you (if
you dared to vote "incarrectly”) - that shaped
the way that Congress behaved on matters
involving Israel and the Palestinians.

| remember expressing my frustration to for-
mer Congressman John Conyers that members
who consistently voted to give Israel blank
check support were acting in an unprincipled
way against the interests of the US. He laughed
and told me that from the day they were
first elected, the only principle that guided a
Congressperson’s behaviour was what they felt
they needed to do to be re-elected.

While there are a number of principled souls
serving in Congress, for too many members
raising money and getting re-elected become
ends in themselves.

The money that could be raised for or
against a candidate was real, but it was never
the decisive factor. More consequential was
the cultivated myth of AIPAC's invincibility.

AIPAC consolidated its hold early in the
1980's when they received two unearned gifts.
They were able to claim credit for the defeat
of two prominent elected Republicans, a Con-
gressman and a Senator. | know first-hand that
although AIPAC did pour a great deal of money
into both elections, other critical factors de-
cided both contests. The Republican Congress-
man lost because he had been redistricted
from a Republican-majority district to one that
favoured Democrats. In addition, in the year he
lost, there was a Democratic wave in which the
party won an additional 27 seats in Congress.
But that didn't stop AIPAC from boasting that
they had vanquished their foe and use this
victory to cement fear of their power.

The Senator's defeat in 1984 also played
into the AIPAC myth. It's true that a great deal
of meney was raised to defeat him - including
one million dollars to run a more conservative
individual as a third-party candidate to siphon
votes away from him. But, the real reason for
his defeat was that for the first time black
voters had endorsed his opponent. That didn’t
stop AIPAC from once again boasting of their
victory in defeating a "foe of Israel.”

| can be thankful that all this is changing - at
least among Democrats. The recent victory of
Jamaal Bowman over AIPAC-backed Eliot En-
gel; AIPAC being forced to “give permission” to
members of congress to oppose Israeli annex-
ation plans for the West Bank; and the recent
letter to US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo,
from 12 representatives and one senator not
only opposing annexation, but promising
legislation to condition US aid to Israel to their
policies in the West Bank - all provide evidence

that AIPAC may be losing its grip on Congress.
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